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‘I am an edu-traveler. I believe life’s important lessons are learned outside our comfort zones.  

By profession, I am seen as a passionate early years educator. I work for children.’ 
 
Ms Vashima Goyal is passionate about co-constructing collaborative learning journeys based on 
transformative ideas to enhance educational experiences, research and documentation. As an 
experienced pedagogical mentor, her research-based insights and frameworks explore how we can 
better engage and support the development of all learners and teachers to thrive in a vibrantly, 
integrated ecosystem of the 21st century. She co-founded Human Engagement Studio Pte Ltd in 2017. 
 
Since 2012 she is in the working group of Child Rights, World Forum Foundation initiative, an 
international consortium of educators working to improve the lives of young children around the 
world. Her advocacy commitment is visible in the production of a documentary, ‘Voices of Children’, 
with an international pedagogical team. The ‘Voices of Children’ project premiered in May 2017 at the 
World Forum Conference in Auckland. 

Vashima founded EduRetreat in 2008 to enable educators to have dialogic exchanges through Travel 
& Learn conferences. Since then she has curated and organised seven professional and personal 
learning journeys for highly accomplished educators from around the world. She shares a reflection 
from 2008: 
 
‘The idea of India AhA –an eduretreat was born during my recent travels to Shaniniketan on a two 
hours train journey from Kolkata-the city of joy. My steps led me to discover ‘A Poet’s School’, a school 
where classes are still held under the trees. The richness of Tagore’s educational philosophy was 
evident in the variety of unexpected encounters. Every chance conversation with scholars, artists, 
beggars to ‘’boul’’ singers living harmoniously added new perspectives on Tagore and Gandhi, Paulo 
Freire to Bertrand Russell, Picasso to Kabir. Though I was born in Kolkata it took five decades to add 
this dimension to my life experiences from a rural setting in India - a huge contrast to urban India. We 
will stay in cosy rustic cottages with thatched roofs and flavour the intellectual, creative, aesthetic 
culture of Shantiniketan - a home to Amartya Sen.’ 

Vashima obtained a Masters in Education from Sheffield University U.K, and participated in several 
institutes at Project Zero and Harvard University. Multiple Study Trips to Reggio Emilia (Italy) have 
visibly influenced her pedagogical advocacy. She is instrumental in the practices of Reggio-Inspired 
and other research-based evolving education paradigms in Singapore, significantly through her 18+ 
years work with Child at Street 11.  Her pedagogical practice is visible in the publications of young 
children as authors and illustrators: ‘The Chandelier: Ring Around the Worlds’ (2004) launched by the 
late President SR Nathan;  ‘11 Street 11 Stories’ (2014) signed by President Tony Tan; and  
‘A Happy Learning School’ (2015). Her manuscript-in-preparation, ‘Brave Parrots’ is about Living 
Democracy.  


