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Ms Manju Nair is first and foremost an early years educator who has worked in many settings 
including: Montessori, Reggio Emilia inspired, and the International Baccalaurette’s Primary Years 
Programme, IBPYP. She then moved on to become a teacher trainer/lecturer with the Kinderland 
group, and Wheelock College, Singapore. Subsequently, she worked as the head of kindergarten and 
primary in IBPYP international schools. 
 
Currently Manju is pursuing a doctoral degree (EdD) with the University of Bath. She has a Master of 
Science in Early Childhood Education from Wheelock College, Boston, and a Bachelor’s degree in 
English Language and Literature. With her inextinguishable hunger for learning, Manju relentlessly 
equips herself with new skills, knowledge and understanding. Courses attended range from IB 
certifications to Harvard Project Zero in Cultures of Thinking. 
 
Manju’s passion for learning and sharing her learning has led her to network widely with educators 
and experts around the world and she is both a member of and has presented at the World Forum for 
Early Care and Education (Hawaii 2011). Manju has presented at an IB Regional conference (Singapore 
2014) and also conducted innumerable workshops for teachers in her schools and in the IB networks. 
 
Inspiring, motivating and supporting teachers in their important work with children but always 
keeping the child at the centre of her consciousness has been Manju’s passion. ‘Learn all the theories 
and best practices you can but in the end take a good hard look at the child in front of you and that 
alone will guide you to do right by the child’, has been Manju’s mantra. 
 
Another guiding principle of Manju’s leadership work has been to walk alongside individuals and 
groups to empower and allow for the other’s flourishing. This disposition she internalised during her 
stint as a shadow teacher where she was taught to work towards her own redundancy from the get-
go. Through Human Engagement Studio, which she co-founded in 2017, this is what she hopes to 
continue doing: engage fully, deeply and respectfully, but gently move away when her work is done, 
just like ‘a fully ripe melon disengages effortlessly from the vine’*, for in every engagement is her own 
growth, realisation and flowering. 
 
 

*ॐ $य&बकं यजामहे सुगि3धं पुि6टवध9नम ्। उवा9>क?मव ब3धनान ्मAृयोमु9Cीय मामतृात ्॥ 
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